THE STRAUGHN MANSION OR DORCHESTER HOUSE

The Straughn house, erected in 1728 and razed in the

1920's, was located near the corner of Gay and Race
Streets. It was constructed by an Englishman by the name
of Harrison who brought all of its materials from England,
Later owners were Congressman Scott and Dr, Joseph Muse,
who added a drugstore to the house, Thomas White converted
it to a hotel known as "The Dorchester House". It was
subsequently possessed by David Straughn, Esquire, The
Straughn house is significant as one of the very early

houses in Cambridge that is known to have existed and of

which photographs are available,
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around the second story.

An old photograph of the Straughn Mansion in
Jones History of Dorchester County shows that this
was a handsome two and one half story dwelling with
a gable roof, dormers, and a gable on the front.
Across the front and at least one side of the house
was a two story porch supported by rectangular
columns, having a ballustrade with diamond pattern
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

History:

The Straughn house was erected in 1728 and razed
in the 1920's., It was constructed by an Englishman
by the name of Harrison, who brought all of its
materials from England, The house passed from
Harrison to Congressman Scott. Next to own the
house was Dr. Joseph Muse, who later built the
mansion at the corner of Muse and Academy Streets,
(The Muse Mansion was eventually used as a female
seminary and then as a high school until torn down
in ass. ) Dr. Muse added a drugstore to his
house on Gay Street, Next to own the home was
Thomas White, a local Democratic politician who
converted it into a hotel known as “The Dorchester

House"., It was subsequently possessed by David
Straughn, Esq.

Significance:

This site is significant as one of the very

early houses in Cambridge that is known to have
existed,
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The Straughn Mansion or Dorchester Hous
Gay St. and Race St.

Cambridge

Cambridge Quad.

Dorchester Co.
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The Straughn Mansion (Dorchester House), <, 1<~
Gay St. and Race St.

Cambridge

1885 Sanborn Map Sheet 1 and Sheet 2
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Q‘IH 96 view shows Race Street from the

wersection of Gay and Race streets.
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Straughn mansion was erected in 1728. Located at The Eastern Shore Trust Company was founded in

Gay and Race streets, it becae a public tavern 1901, and its Cambridge banking house was

and a great rendezvous for local Democrats. In the located at the southeast cormer of the intersection of

old days, it was not safe for a Whig to ventilate Race and Gay streets. George W. Woolford, |

himself in these quarters, especially on a public day, Jonathan ]. Mills, and D. H. LeCompte were the i

when the Democratic ship was under a full head of principal offcers of the company. From the |
| steam. From the Cambridge Record, His- Cambridge Record, Historical and Indus- |
i torical and Industrial Edition; December trial Edition, December 1908 !
i 1908 j
l |
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